GEMS BOD meeting minutes

July 12, 2011

Steve Little (President) called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm.  The following Board members were present: Jayne Boyer (secretary), Cindy Innes (treasurer), Stephanie Smith-Roe, Barbara Shane, William Ward, and Jorge Muniz Ortiz.

Reports from the Secretary and Treasurer

The minutes for the June 7, 2011 meeting were approved. 

Cindy Innes presented the GEMS financial report. 

The treasurer’s report was approved.

Old Business

Fall Meeting (November 8, 2011)
Nagu was unable to attend the BOD meeting but provided a draft agenda with the possible meeting title of “Epigenetic Mechanisms of Cancer”.  Suggested speakers included Randy Jirtle (Duke U), Yi Zhang (UNC), and Frederick Tyson (NIEHS).  Barbara Shane suggested inviting Cindy Lawlor (NIEHS) for an overview talk.  The BOD discussed the need to narrow the breadth of the topic of the meeting and choose a title so that announcements can be made and a call for abstracts put out.

It was suggested that GEMS would benefit from a master list of area university department heads as email contacts.  Bill Ward will collect and put this list on GEMS Gmail account.  Steve offered to help collect this information and Stephanie will help upload addresses into the account.  Jayne will send a list of Fall Meeting 2010 registrants to Bill from the Eventbrite site.

JD Wilson agreed to manage the corporate sponsorship program for the Fall Meeting.  Thanks JD!  Please send him your vendor contact suggestions.  Barbara suggested contacting Dharmacon, which is a leader in RNAi technologies.

Jayne volunteered to purchase the Corporate Sponsor gift basket from A Southern Season.

The BOD discussed the use of a feedback form for student presentations and posters.  Members who served on the previous judging committee found it difficult to write a critique in the time allotted.  This topic was left open until closer to the Fall Meeting.

2011 Elections (Chairman:  Stephanie Smith-Roe)
The following positions are open on the GEMS BOD:  President-elect, Treasurer, and 3 councilors.  Tom, Stephanie, and Jorge volunteered to act on the Nomination Committee.  Stephanie submitted draft election announcements to the BOD for approval for emails to the membership.  Please send any edits or suggestions to Stephanie as soon as possible as well as any nominations.  She will try to highlight the opportunity for learning leadership skills for graduate students and postdocs in the nomination emails.    

Next meeting:  some BOD members said that Tuesdays are incompatible with their work schedule.  Steve will poll the Board by email to set the August meeting date.

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 PM.

