GEMS BOD meeting minutes

March 1, 2011

Steve Little (President) called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm.  The following Board members were present: Nagu Keshava (president-elect), Jayne Boyer (secretary), Cindy Innes (treasurer), Tom Hughes, Barbara Shane, Stephanie Smith-Roe, Steve Roberts (student member), and Jorge Muniz Ortiz.

Reports from the Secretary and Treasurer

The minutes for the February 7, 2011 meeting were approved with edits. 

Cindy Innes presented the GEMS financial report.  

After conferring with the BOD by email about the choice of financial institutions for our new CD, Cindy renewed our CD at RBC.

The treasurer’s report was approved.

Old Business

Spring Meeting  (Monday, May 2, 2011)
Nagu mentioned that the deadline for the NIEHS meeting grant was missed.  It has a January deadline.  Jef French will ask if there is another grant proposal period within the next 6 months to which we can apply.  

Nagu booked the whole EPA auditorium (3 sections all day).  She plans to put an announcement for the GEMS Spring Meeting in the windowed announcement area at the EPA.  She handed out a Spring Meeting schedule and promised to confirm the speakers and email to BOD members for approval and posting on the Eventbrite site.  Honoraria were set at $300 per speaker.  

Catering was discussed and the following options were chosen:  Coffee and continental breakfast during registration, coffee at morning break, and buffet lunch (featuring beef Bourguignon and Chicken Stir fry) for an estimated per person cost of $21.45.  There will be no charge for the venue.  

The registration fee schedule was set as follows:  $50 early registration, $60 late registration (after April 15), and $10 for students.  Lifetime members will receive as $10 discount code.

Kristine Witt will order plaques for the speakers.

Peppy will be asked to send out email announcements for the meeting.  Steve will ask Jef French for a non-member list of email addresses.

Steve will ask Jef French for a template for a poster to be placed at the door of the meeting area.

Fall Meeting (November 8, 2011)
A contract was signed with the Friday Center for the Fall Meeting.  The estimated cost for the venue and food is $11,350 for 200 attendees.  This number can be amended if fewer register.  The topic of the meeting will be discussed at the next BOD meeting.

JD Wilson agreed to remain as the volunteer corporate sponsor coordinator.

Next meeting is set for Tuesday April 5, 2011, 3:30 PM at the EPA.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 PM.

